
 

Disaster Relief for Farm Workers Act 

House Co-Leads: Reps. Andrea Salinas & Zoe Lofgren  

Senate Leads: Sens. Michael Bennet & Alex Padilla 

The U.S. is home to an estimated 2.4 million farm workers who wake up before the 

sunrise to work on our nation’s farms and ranches tending to animals and harvesting 

the fruits and vegetables that feed families across the country. Their work is integral to 

the United States’ economy and nutrition, and without them, many Americans would 

not have access to fresh produce.  

 

Unfortuantely, as the impacts of climate change continue to worsen, farm workers bear 

the brunt of rising temperatures and climate-related disasters. As we saw with COVID-

19, unexpected disasters can also strike at any time. Yet, despite the importance of farm 

workers to our food system and national economy, there exists no direct federal disaster 

relief to compensate farm workers when they lose out on wages as a result of conditions 

out of their control.   

 

As recommended by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)’s Equity 

Commission, the Disaster Relief for Farm Workers Act would address this problem by 

providing disaster relief funding for farm workers. Specifically, this bill would: 

• Make grants available to eligible farm worker organizations to provide emergency 

relief to farm workers affected by a disaster.  

• Ensure USDA develops and executes a promotional plan prior to and throughout 

the distribution of the relief grants to increase awareness of the assistance 

available.  

• Require USDA to work with eligible farm worker organizations.  

• Provide definitions for a covered disaster, eligible farm worker organization and 

migrant or seasonal farm worker.  

• Amend Section 2281 of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 

1990 to allow for emergency assistance for farm workers.  

 



Current endorsers (35): Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Alianza Nacional de 

Capesinas, Inc., Alianza Poder, Association of Farmworker Opportunity Programs 

(AFOP), Bienestar, California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation, Campesinos Sin 

Fronteras, CIERTO, Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA), Columbia 

Legal Services, Earthjustice, Farmworker Housing Development Corporation (FHDC), 

Farmworker Justice, Farm Worker Ministry Northwest, Farmworker and Landscaper 

Advocacy Project (FLAP), Food Empowerment Project, Hispanic Affairs Project, Illinois 

Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights, Labor Council for Latin American 

Advancement, Mano a Mano, Migrant Clinicians Network, National Employment Law 

Project, National Farm Worker Ministry, Restaurant Opportunities Centers United 

(ROC UNITED), Pineros y Campesinos Unidos del Noroeste (PCUN), Sisters of Charity 

of Nazareth Congregational Leadership, Student Action with Farmworkers, The 

Foundation for Farmworkers, The Guatemalan Maya Center, TODEC Legal Center, 

Unidos Yamhill County, United Farm Workers, UFW Foundation, United Migrant 

Opportunity Services, and Voces Unidas de las Montañas.  

 

 

 

 


