
March 20, 2025

The Honorable Howard Lutnick
Secretary of Commerce
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary Lutnick,

We write with deep concern regarding reports of significant ongoing and planned layoffs at the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology. NIST plays a critical role supporting Oregon 
businesses and workers. Widespread and indiscriminate terminations of hard-working public 
servants at the agency would undermine our domestic manufacturing industrial base and threaten
technological innovation that drives future economic progress. 

Oregon manufacturers contribute nearly $40 billion to our state’s economic output and support 
over 175,000 good paying jobs.1 These represent a wide variety of industries, producing 
everything from innovative wood products to aerospace components, to the microelectronics 
development and manufacturing at the heart of Oregon’s Silicon Forest. NIST is responsible for 
implementing some of our nation’s most effective and cost-efficient programs to help these 
manufacturers succeed: 

 Across the United States, the Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) leveraged just 
$175 million in federal investment to deliver more than $5 billion in new investments and
over 108,000 jobs created or retained in fiscal year 2024.2 In Oregon, the return was even 
greater. Just $2.2. million in federal funding led to $165.6 million in private investments 
– a remarkable $75 of economic output for every dollar of taxpayer support.

 The CHIPS Program Office is responsible for stewarding over $2 billion of public 
investment in Oregon companies, which is catalyzing tens of billions of dollars of 
corporate investment in Oregon’s high-tech economy – while ensuring America’s self-
sufficiency in this critical technology.3

 ManufacturingUSA fosters collaboration between industry and researchers to develop 
and deploy next-generation manufacturing methods and technologies. These partnerships 
support and benefit from partnerships with Oregon businesses and universities. 

o Examples include Oregon State University’s contributions to the RAPID institute,
semiconductor companies like Analog Devices and Microchip working with 
PowerAmerica to accelerate the adoption of advanced semiconductors, and 
businesses such as Twist Bioscience partnering with BioMADE to enable the 
expansion of bioindustrial manufacturing. 

1 https://nam.org/mfgdata/regions/oregon/ 
2 https://www.nist.gov/mep 
3 https://www.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2024/07/18/07102024%20OR%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf 
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All these activities build on NIST’s core measurement science and standards work that provides 
tools manufacturers rely on every day. Mass layoffs at the agency will undermine the work NIST
has carried out over years to ensure American businesses have the tools they need to compete on 
the world stage.

President Trump has consistently promised Americans that he will support domestic 
manufacturing – and the good jobs that come with it. During his inaugural address, he asserted 
that “America will be a manufacturing nation once again”4 and you recently echoed the 
President’s rhetoric, telling reporters that “We want factory production in America. We want 
employment to blossom in America. We’re going to bring factories back to America.”5

We agree.

That is why it is so concerning to see that, instead of doubling down on what works, the 
President is attacking the federal programs manufacturers rely on, calling to repeal the CHIPS 
and Science Act, and imposing punishing tariffs that will harm American businesses while 
making everyday goods more expensive for consumers.

We are seriously worried that any attacks on NIST will undermine its capacity to support 
Oregon’s manufacturers and request that you respond to the following inquiries no later that 
March 31, 2025:

1. How many NIST employees accepted the “Fork in the Road” deferred resignation offer, 
including those who departed the agency [at that time] without having signed the 
paperwork required by the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE)? Please 
provide a breakdown of which offices were affected and to what extent.

2. Recent reports indicate over 70 probationary employees were terminated. Please confirm 
the accuracy of this reporting and provide a breakdown of which offices were affected 
and to what extent.

3. CHIPS Incentives awards rely on complex contracts to ensure that industry partners 
successfully and responsibly invest taxpayer dollars. How will you ensure that any 
layoffs, deferred resignations, or future reductions in force do not impede the CHIPS 
Program Office’s ability to conduct robust oversight of and effective support for these 
awards, including in Oregon?

4. How will you ensure that any layoffs, deferred resignations, or future reductions in force 
do not limit the Manufacturing Extension Partnership program’s capacity to offer 
services to small- and medium-sized domestic manufacturers, including in Oregon?

5. NIST has decades of experience serving as a trusted partner to industry, providing some 
of the United States’ strongest tools to support and expand domestic manufacturing. How
do you plan to leverage this experience to achieve your stated goal of bring 
manufacturing jobs back to America, including in our home state of Oregon?

Thank you for your prompt response.

4 https://www.whitehouse.gov/remarks/2025/01/the-inaugural-address/ 
5 https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/03/09/trump-tariffs-factories/ 
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Sincerely,

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

Ron Wyden
United States Senator

Jeffrey A. Merkley
United States Senator

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

Janelle S. Bynum
Member of Congress


