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The Honorable Andrea Salinas
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Salinas:

Thank you for your February 13, 2026 letter to the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS). I am responding on behalf of the Department.

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is committed to safe, secure, and
humane environments for all of those in its custody. ICE continues to evaluate bedspace
requirements and availability and is committed to strategically using existing detention beds in a
fiscally responsible manner. As part of its detention operations, aliens in ICE custody are housed
at a variety of facilities across the United States, including ICE owned and operated facilities;
federal, state, county, or local facilities contracted through intergovernmental service
agreements; and contractor owned and operated facilities. ICE constantly evaluates its detention
needs and contract structures based on changes in immigration patterns, the operational needs of
the agency, and the availability of resources.

ICE’s enhanced enforcement operations have resulted in a significant number of arrests
of criminal aliens, requiring greater detention capacity. As part of these efforts, ICE is exploring
various options to increase bedspace capacity nationwide working in collaboration with federal
partners such as the U.S. Marshals Service, the Department of War, and the Bureau of Prisons.
ICE will continue to prioritize its resources and work closely with its network of federal, state,
local, and private sector partners to ensure the agency can acquire sufficient bedspace to fully
achieve its mission.

Regarding potential detention facilities in Oregon, ICE is not currently planning to
expand current detention facilities or open any new long or short-term detention facilities in
Oregon. As for detention expansion outside of Oregon, ICE issued a solicitation under the U.S.
Naval Supply Systems Command’s Worldwide Expeditionary Multiple Award Contract vehicle
to identify vendors to provide comprehensive detention operations and wraparound services
including facility, grounds maintenance, and operations services at all newly acquired facilities.
ICE anticipates making awards under this solicitation in the coming months and plans to onboard
facilities by the end of Fiscal Year 2026. All detention facilities are acquired, constructed, and
operated in accordance with federal regulations, court orders, and national detention standards.
Unfortunately, ICE cannot provide additional details due to law enforcement sensitivity and
operational security maintenance.
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Additionally, you request information regarding the capacities of ICE’s soft-sided
facilities. Camp East Montana, located in El Paso, Texas, is an over 72-hour facility with an
average length of stay of 10 days. The Krome North Service Processing Center, which includes
a soft-sided facility, in Miami, Florida, is an over 72-hour facility with an average length of stay
of 23 days.

All of ICE’s detention facilities, including soft-sided facilities, are contractually obligated
to operate in accordance with one of several sets of detention standards. The detention standards
describe a facility’s immigration detention responsibilities, explain what detainee services a
facility must provide, and identify what a facility must do to ensure a safe and secure detention
environment for staff and detainees.

Specifically, soft-sided facilities operate in accordance with National Detention Standards
2025. To ensure compliance with each contract’s terms and conditions and the applicable
detention standards, DHS and ICE employ a robust, multilevel oversight and compliance
program. At the agency level, Detention Service Managers and Detention Standards Compliance
Officers monitor detention conditions through daily on-site compliance reviews to identify
deficiencies, areas of concern, contract and facility issues, and to facilitate corrective actions.
Additionally, facilities are subject to inspections and audits conducted by the DHS Office of
Inspector General, the DHS Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, the DHS Office of the
Immigration Detention Ombudsman, and the ICE Office of Detention Oversight within ICE’s
Office of Professional Responsibility.

During their immigration proceedings, detainees are afforded numerous procedural
protections that ensure they are provided with notice and an opportunity to be heard. In removal
proceedings, these protections include, but are not limited to, the right to be represented by an
attorney, to contest any charges of removal, to present evidence, and generally to examine
evidence against them. While the government does not provide attorneys at the government’s
expense, all those arrested by ICE and placed into removal proceedings are provided with a list
of free legal services and aid resources, including pro bono providers.

Additionally, ICE facilities continue to provide detainees with opportunities to meet
privately with their current or prospective legal representatives, legal assistants, interpreters, and
consular officials. While in-person contact visits remain available at the request of legal
representatives, non-contact legal visitation (e.g., video teleconference) is available, wherever
possible. This offers an alternative for attorneys to communicate with detained clients in a
timely and efficient manner, especially when in-person visitation is not possible or practical.

While in detention, detainees reside in temperature-controlled environments at all times.
Furthermore, detainees are provided with three nutritious meals a day and meals that support
specialized diets, including religious diets and more than a dozen therapeutic diets, as well as
cultural preferences. Menus are reviewed and approved on a regular basis by a registered
dietitian to ensure appropriate nutrition is provided. Additionally, detainees are provided with
clean bedding and “sufficient clean clothing™ during their time in detention.
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Currently, the Office of Professional Responsibility does not inspect state-owned and
operated facilities such as the soft-sided facility in Miami, Florida. The Office of Detention
Oversight conducts congressionally mandated compliance inspections of ICE detention facilities
that house ICE detainees pursuant to contractual obligations. Camp East Montana is currently
the only soft-sided facility subject to Office of Detention Oversight inspection. The Office of
Detention Oversight inspected Camp East Montana, which is contractually obligated to the
National Detention Standards 2025 inspection standard, from February 10 to 12, 2026. The
report is currently being drafted. ICE will publish the final report by April 13, 2026, 60 days
after the inspection.

In your letter, you request “a detailed list of every detention standard that has been
waived for a soft-sided facility in CY 2025.” As previously mentioned, all of ICE’s detention
facilities operate in accordance with national detention standards. ICE has not approved any
waivers of detention standards for any of the soft-sided facilities.

Thank you again for your letter. Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please
contact the ICE Office of Congressional Relations via email at CongressTolCE@ice.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,

Todd M. Lyonis
Senior Official Performing the Duties of the Director
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
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